HEW ORLEANS, 


Reason for Firing 1 'wo Given 


By john McMillan 

The firings of Capt. Frederick 
A. Soule Sr. and Sgt Robert N. 
Frey from the New Orleans Po- 
i l lice Department resulted from 
: their refusal to take He detector 
!’ tests and from unsatisfactory 
I answers as to why they had 
■ marked money in their posses* 
sum when apprehended. The 
^Times-Picayune has learned. 

The police officers have been 
charged by the federal govern* 
ment with Dist, Ally. Jim Garri* 
son and seven others in connec- 
tion with a pinball gambling- 
bribery ease. 

: Tile two former police officers 

and DA Garrison are accused 
of accepting bribes from pinball 
I operators in order that illegal 


' 

pinball gambling could nourish, i the investigators, accounting for 
Soule, a former vice squad J'our possession of the govern- 
J . .i menl s marked money at the 

commander who was assigned mt rf your arresti were ques _ 

to Garrison’s investigative stuff tionable. Therefore, I instructed 
and Frey, who commanded l he that you be requested to vol un- 
vice squad, were suspended j tarily submit to a polygraph ex- 
from the police force shortly! amination to verify your written 
after their arrest June 30. They; s t a tement, 'which you insisted 
were fired Oct. 2EL was truthful. 

SEEKS BENEFITS ( ,l You agreed to this examina- 
Soule applied for ret ire ment jtjon, but because of the late 
t,..* — i r— ™ hour anc | y 0Ur appajent state of 

physical exhaustion, the exami- 
nation was postponed at your 
request until the following day, 


benefits, but joined Frey in ap- 
pealing his dismissal to the Civ- 
il Service Commission, 

Their records before the com- 

mission contain letters oE dis-iJuly 2, 1371, at which tune you 
missal from Police Supt. Clar- were instructed to return to the 

_ ... * i. j - * tvI T (ah 4-ha 


mce B. Giarrusso setting forth 
the reasons for the firings. 

In the letter to Soule, Giarrus- 
$o remarked on a statement the 
officer gave to police investiga- 
tors 


internal Affairs Bureau for the 
purpose of submitting to the po 
ly graph examination." 

HELD VIOLATION 
The letter goes on to state 
that Soule appeared July 2 and 


ITS ',. ± , , , * told Internal Affairs officers he 

"In this statement, you relat-| was appIv j ng f or retirement and 
ed that your purpose in being a W0Jld not voluntarily submit to 
the New Orleans International a polygraph examination. 

"Upon being advised of your 


Airport, where you were taken 
Into custody by the federal offi- 
cers, was to inquire as to prices 
of plane tickets from the scler- 
al non-domestic airlines flying 
to Mexico City." 

“A subsequent check by 
agents of the Internal Affairs 
Bureau with all airlines (lying 
from Now Orleans to Mexico re- 
vealed that none of their per- 
sonnel had entertained such an 
inquiry from any person re- 
motely fitting your description. 
Further, there are no flights to 
Mexico City from New Orleans 
by non-domestic airlines.” 
MARKED MONEY 
The letter of dismissal contin 
ues: 

"At the time of your arrest at 
the New Orleans International 
Airport you were in possession 
of marked money which had, 
according to the (federal) gov- 
ernments affidavit, been substi- 
tuted by the Internal Revenue 
Service Agents for money paid 
to their* undercover agent by the 
pinball machine company oper- 
ators,^ be passed on to you 
and sit. Frey to bcnefieally in* 
fiuence your conduct as police 
officers towards the pinball ma 
chine companies gambling oper 
ations. The written statement 


intentions," Supt Giarrusso 
wrote, U I directed that you be 
ordered to cooperate in the here 
concerned investigation by sub- 
mitting immediately to this po- 
lygraph examination to verify: 
the truthfulness of your state-' 
ment of July 1, 1971.; 

Giarrusso said Soule then sub- 
mitted a second statement; 

"In this statement, you ad- 
vised , . ♦ that you would not 
obey this order directing you to 
submit to a polygraph examina- 
tion, Your refusal to cooperate 
and obey the order of a supervi- 
sory officer constituted a viola 
jticn . . , of the ‘Rules for the 
Administration of the Depart 
ment of Police.* ! * 

The superintendent concluded * 
"Your refusal to cooperate in 
this investigation, your untruth- 
fulness and refusal to obey pro- 
per orders from a supervisory 
officer, as well as the adverse, 
notoriety concerning your arrest, 
while in possession of the guv j 
ern mentis marked money was 
below the standards of service- 
as prescribed by the Ttulss of! 
the Civil Service Commission! 
for the City of New Orleans.* '* 
POLYGRAPH GIVEN 
In Frey’s letter of dismissal,, 


-• •• ■ ■: : . ■ ■ v ... • ■ ■. ■ -v ■ • .■ ■ ; ■. .. ,■ ■ ^ 1 \ j . . . .• ■ -. ; J * 


“The written statement and ing this matter immediately and throughout our meeting, along 
answers which you gave the in- explained to you that a delay of 
vestigators accounting for your two weeks, which you request- 


possession of the government’s 
marked money at the time of 
your arrest which, according to 
government affidavit, was evi- 
dence of payment to you by pin- 
ball 


cd, would be impossible and at- 
tempted to afford you every 
reasonable opportunity to vindi- 
cate yourself of the govern* 
ment’s allegations against you. 
Thereafter, you refused to vol- 


ball machine owners through L T f T 

Pint I* infTnp^ 1,! S untanly submit to the subse 
Capt. Soule to influence jour of- ( p^yg,-^ examination 


with other members of my 
staff, ordered you to cooperate 
in the here concerned investiga- 
tion and instructed you to re- 
turn to the detective bureau the' 
following day and at that time 
submit to the necessary poiy- 


yaur 

fieial conduct as commander of 
the vice squad, were not satis- 
factory/’ 

Giarrusso said that he or- 
dered Frey to take a lie detec- 
tor test but because of Frey’s 
apparent physical exhaustion, he 
was told to get a night’s rest 
and report July 2, 1071. 

“At the appointed time,” the 
letter states, “you reported to 
the detective bureau where Sgt 
Eugene Fields, a qualified poly- 
graph operator, administered to 
you a thorough polygraph exam- 
ination, At this time, it was de- 
termined that you had take n a 
prescribed medication prior to 
your examination and also, in 
the opinion of Sgt Fields, you 
were in a state of ‘adrenal ex- 
haustion.’ Based on these fac- 
tors, it was Sgt Field’s opinion 
that the examination which was 
administered you while you 
were in this physical state and 
after having taken the pre- 
scribed medication, was incon- 
clusive. 

“Upon being advised of the 
inconclusive results of this poly- 
jgraph examination, I summoned 
you to my office and solicited 
your cooperation in bringing 
this investigation to a speedy 
conclusion by returning to the 
detective bureau the following 
day, July 3, 1371, and submit- 
^ Ing to a subsequent polygraph 
[examination. You will recall 
[that at this time I impressed 

^upoa you the urgenev of resnlv- 


which was determined to be 
necessary to the satisfactory 
resolution of this matter." 

“Upon your refusal and at my 
instruction. Map (James HO 


Arnold, who had been present polygraph test. 


“Your refusal to cooperate in 
this investigation and to obey 
the reasonable order of a super- 
visory officer constituted a vio- 
lation . . . of 'Rules for the Ad- 
ministration of the Department 
of Police? 1 

The Civil Service Commission 


graph examination. Following had 90 days from Jan. 6, the 
Mai. Arnold’s orders, you ad- date of the former Police oflij- 


vised those present that you 
would not obey (he order direct- 
ing you to submit to the poly- 
graph examination. You insisted 
that you be permitted to rest 
two weeks before taking another 
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y> 
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cers* hearing, to make a deci- 
sion on their dismissals. 

A federal grand jury empa- 
neled to investigate organized 
crime indicted the two officers, 
Garrison and seven others Dec, 
3. AH face trial on the charges. 






